
Imagine the sweet sounds of the 

viol playing French music from the 

17th century.

Sound boring? Not quite. 

he musicians of New Comma  

Baroque are seeking to change 

the mindsets of music listeners by 

reintroducing 17th-century music 

and instruments with a new spin 

during a new series of concerts 

they are putting on throughout the 

fall and spring. he series opens at 

Valparaiso University on Sunday, 

Sept. 16. 

New Comma Baroque features 

three permanent 

m e m b e r s , 

including VU’s 

own Adjunct 

Professor of Music 

and professional 

gambist Phillip 

W. Serna, violinist 

Matthew C. 

Cataldi and 

har ps ichord is t 

Emily J. Morlan. 

For their 

upcoming visit 

to VU, the group 

will feature two 

new guests, 

Melanie and Russell Bookout, with 

frequent guest Leighann Daihl also 

participating. 

While the musicians are excited 

about their upcoming event at 

VU and the new material they are 

performing for upcoming Spring 

2013 concerts, they are also very 

excited about transforming the 

minds of the audiences for whom 

they play. heir group website 

states the group’s primary purpose: 

“Dedicated to re-engaging modern 

audiences in historically informed 

performance, the Chicago-based 

ensemble New Comma Baroque 

and a variety of other collaborators 

celebrate cultural diversity through 

their rich musical heritage in the 

concert hall and beyond.” 

Serna is determined to address 

the misconceptions that audiences 

hold concerning early music.

“here is a common 

misconception, especially among 

young people, that early music is 

amateur, but we are working to make 

this music and the instruments we 

play something special that the 

audience will want to hear,” Serna 

said.

R a t h e r 

than simply 

playing 17th-

century music, 

something that 

has diiculty 

holding the 

a t t e n t i o n 

of modern 

audiences for 

the entire length 

of a concert, 

the group is 

attempting to 

turn the music 

into something 

more than that. 

“We want to grab the audience 

in a rather visceral way,” Serna said. 

To further their goal of 

challenging misconceptions about 

17th-century music, New Comma 

Baroque also takes part in a  

program called “Viols in Our 

Schools,” a program which works 

to bring early western string 

instruments to area schools in  

order to educate students on their 

history as well as the culture it 

brings to the table - the hope being 

that students will be interested in 

the Renaissance music they play and 

take an interest in the instruments 

themselves.

New Comma Baroque’s music is 

not as simple to play together as it 

may seem. According to the group’s 

website, the collaboration and the 

work behind each piece involves the 

musicians working cooperatively 

on each particular section before 

putting the pieces together as 

wholes. 

In creating this new vision for 

the group, guest artist Leighann 

Daihl has reportedly been a source 

of great inspiration. Kristina 

Powers of “Bachtrack,” a website 

focusing on Baroque music, 

reviewed Daihl and found her to 

be a purveyor of an “invigoratingly 

fresh and perky interpretation. … 

Daihl’s clean, historically-informed 

playing sparkled and shone as she 

detly executed all her virtuosic 

runs, tongued with the most 

delicate detness and inegal, and 

tenderly rendered all more elegant 

movements.”

Despite the fact that the group 

has Daihl to help them in their 

concerts, it still comes down to one 

question: how to make music that 

is commonly seen as stale and old 

seem cool and fresh to a youthful 

audience?

 “Our goal is always to reinvent 

our music, and by taking French 

baroque and turning it into 

something that will interest our 

audience, can be quite the challenge, 

one we can appreciate,” Serna said.

he group will play a program 

called “Tous les Matins du Monde,” 

which celebrates the 1991 ilm and its 

music. With diferent collaborations 

from its various guest members, 

New Comma Baroque hopes to use 

a shorter program as a means of 

keeping their audience in their seats 

and intrigued.

New Comma Baroque comes 

to Valparaiso University at 3 p.m. 

Sunday Sept. 16, with the hope that 

exposure to their new take on early 

17th-century music will open the 

eyes of the audience that they are 

playing to. he concert will take 

place in the VUCA’s Duesenberg 

Recital Hall.

Contact Tori Brown at torch@

valpo.edu.

Sept. 3 marked the beginning 

of this year’s irst game of Humans 

versus Zombies (HvZ). his year’s 

inaugural game had exactly 100 

participants, with eight or nine 

of these participants acting as  

the game’s original zombies. HvZ  

is planned by the campus 

organization “he Human 

Protection Society” (HPS). he 

game ran through Sept. 9, lasting a 

full week. 

At the moment, HPS only 

sponsors HvZ and is currently 

trying to expand their activities.  

“We have considered running 

games of capture the lag with  

Nerf weaponry,” said Vice President 

Gretchen VanHeeren. 

According to VanHeeren, HPS  

is also exploring options to  

organize and run their own charity 

events. Speciic details and donation 

goals are not inalized yet.

For those of you who are not 

familiar with HvZ, HvZ is tag 

with Nerf blasters and a storyline. 

Each game begins with a brieing 

explanaiton of the rules of the 

current game on “Day 0.” One or 

more players designated to the r 

ole of “original zombie” are 

unknown and have a period of time 

to tag humans 

and convert them 

before they are 

required to wear 

their bandanas 

around their 

heads.

Unfortunately, 

last week’s 

irst round, named Round 10, 

had to be cut short due to a 

lack of remaining humans.  

On a routine hursday night 

mission unexpected casualties 

occurred as all but one player was 

tagged. 

“We couldn’t continue for  

three more days with one survivor, 

that would not work.,” VanHeeren 

said. As a result, all of the HvZ 

players were efectively reset  

and Round 10.5 was started to  

ill the three remaining days on  

the game’s schedule. 

“We had scheduled a full week 

of play (Monday-Sunday) with the 

Union, and when we schedule for  

a week of play, we get a week of  

play no matter what,” said HPS 

President Bobby Graese.

he slaughter occurred outside 

of Guild and Memorial Hall when 

humans were ambushed during 

hursday night’s 

mission. 

he humans 

sent a single scout 

out irst, which 

failed to bait the 

zombie horde. 

Ater the rest of the 

humans thought  

it was safe to leave, the zombie 

horde descended upon them 

and emerged victorious in 

 the battle. 

While this game’s rounds were 

short, some games can last up to 

six days, with missions occurring at 

least once a day. 

Round 10.5 and the game itself 

ended as scheduled on Sunday 

ater one inal mission. According 

to the game’s website, 17 humans 

remained alive at the conclusion of 

the game, although, according to 

Graese, exact numbers are diicult 

to come by. 

“We oten have people who sign 

up for a game then decide not to 

play and don’t tell us. Unfortunately, 

it’s diicult for us to keep track of 

actual participation,” Graese stated. 

“I can say that none of the players 

that came to the inal mission on 

Sunday were still human at the end 

of the game.”

Each round has a team of 

moderators that consist of one 

head moderator and three assisting 

moderators. he moderators 

are responsible for creating and 

pushing the storyline along as well 

as moderating tag-related disputes.

Moderator John Martin 

explained the two methods of 

moderating disputes. 

“he easiest way - the simple way 

would be to lip a coin,” Martin said.  

“We do encourage a tactic called the 

hunderdome. It is basically a one-

on-one duel.” 

he hunderdome pits one 

zombie against one human. If the 

human is tagged, they lose. If they 

succeed in shooting the zombie, 

they win the duel.

HPS President Bobby Graese 

created the organization’s website 

and texting service that provides 

updates and zombie-related tracking 

information. his provides an  

easy way for players to update 

who has been tagged to avoid 

confusion.

his round of HvZ has been 

nothing short of a success - for 

participants, at least. Reactions 

among the civilian community  

were somewhat more subdued, 

according to VU senior Laura 

Hildebrand. 

“I have a friend who regularly 

wears a bandana around his 

forehead, and he would literally  

get attacked as if he were a part  

of the game,” Hildebrand said. 

Sentiment was much the same 

around campus as the student 

population in general dealt with 

the inconveniences caused by  

HvZ players.

Still, the main highlight for 

players isn’t actually playing 

the game, or gaining fame or  

glory, but rather the community 

created amongst the players. 

“he community makes the 

game,” Martin said.

Contact Jerome Dyson at torch@

valpo.edu.
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‘Baroque’ puts new spin on classics
Traditional music 
performed in 
innovative ways by 
local music group
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New Comma Baroque takes a moment to pose for a group photo during a performance at Adlai E. Stevenson High School.

Campus roleplay game concludes on schedule
Student zombies 
devour human 
population quicker 
than expected
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The community 

makes the game.

John Martin

Humans versus Zombies
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Our goal is always to 

reinvent our music, 

and by taking French 

baroque and turning 

it into something 

that will interest our 

audience, can be 

quite the challenge, 

one we can appreciate.


